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Dear Swift Water Members:

AS 2008 COMES TO A CLOSE, we have the rare
opportunity as individuals within our organization
to reflect upon the amazing legacy of Swift Water
Council and the future we are building for the girls
we serve.  Over our more than fifty years as a
Council, you have all contributed to the success of
Swift Water.  Even more important, you have all
contributed to the success of the hundreds of
thousands of girls and young women that we have
served.  

It is for these girls and young women that we
embrace our future.  Several years ago, Melinda Caroll,
a Girl Scout songwriter, wrote the song “We Change
the World.” ©1989 GSUSA and Legend Publications

Change the World, come with me

Time to let our dreams fly free

And it comes so easily, that is our way

Every moment we’re alive, it’s our love that will survive

In the Girl Scouts, together, We Change the World.

We all know that change does not necessarily come
easily.  However, change is an important part of our
Girl Scout legacy.  As we change to meet the needs
of the girls we serve, it is “time to let our dreams fly
free.”  

We all have dreams of a bright future, where our
girls embrace their uniqueness, develop wonderful,
lasting friendships and create memories of their
own.  We strive to ensure we meet our mission,
building girls of courage, confidence and character,
who make the world a better place.  We dream of

the places we have been and the places we have
yet to visit.  We dream of the positive difference
we will make in the world. 

Just as we celebrate our amazing Swift Water
legacy, it is time to embrace our future as the
Girl Scouts of the Green and White Mountains.  It
is time to ensure our dreams come true.
Together, we will change the world.

Thank you for making a difference in the life of
girls.  Thank you for creating the legacy that is
Swift Water and for joining with me in
embracing our future.

Yours in Girl Scouting,

Patricia K. Mellor
Chief Executive Officer

Celebrating Our Legacy, Dreaming of a Bright Future
From Swift Water to Green and White Mountains, the mission continues

President of the Girl Scout Council of Vermont Barbara Sirvis, left,
and Girl Scouts of Swift Water Council President Anne Edwards
celebrate the signing of the merger documents for the Girl Scouts of
the Green and White Mountains.



These are the awards and recognitions which were given out.
Some of those honored are shown with Council President
Anne Edwards (left) and Council CEO Patricia Mellor (right).

President’s Award
Recognizes the efforts of a service team or program delivery
team in moving its assigned area or audience toward
achievement of the Council’s goals during a fiscal or
membership year. There are 10 criteria for this honor, which
was earned by:

Bow NH Service Unit
Chester NH Service Unit
Goffstown-Dunbarton NH
Service Unit
Litchfield NH Service Unit
Tri-Town NH Service Unit

Appreciation Pin
Recognizes an adult who has
delivered outstanding service to
at least one geographic area,
Service Unit, or program
delivery audience: Susan
Nutting, Nashua, NH

Honor Pin
Recognizes an adult member
who has delivered outstanding
service to two or more
geographic areas or program
delivery audiences: Mary
Franck, Litchfield, NH; Nancy
Pilotte, Chester, NH

Thanks Badge
Recognizes an adult member
whose performance is truly
outstanding and benefits the
total Council or the entire Girl
Scout Movement.

Mimi Adler, Nashua, NH
Debb King, Holderness, NH
Katie McGarry, Londonderry, NH
Neil Savage, Exeter, NH

Thanks Badge II
Recognizes an adult member
who has already received the
Thanks Badge and who has
continued to contribute in
extraordinary ways that benefit 
the total Council or the entire   
Girl Scout Movement.

Patricia Mellor, Merrimack, NH

BEDFORD, NH — The Wayfarer Inn on the site of the
historic John Goffe’s mills was the setting for Girl Scouts
of Swift Water Council’s Annual Meeting on November 15,
marking 50 years as a Council. The Girl Scouts Together
theme represented the future as we join with Girl Scout
Council of Vermont to become Girl Scouts of the Green
and White Mountains. 

More than 250 members and guests were introduced to
the new Board of Directors for GSGWM, while almost 30
girls participated in a forum on leadership and
opportunities to get involved in their communities and in
the Council.

Patricia Mellor was introduced as the new CEO for Girl
Scouts of the Green and White Mountains, and, by a
unanimous vote, membership approved the merger. 

The ever-popular silent auction made $5,000, thanks in
part to Service Units who created many bountiful gift
baskets. 

But the real excitement was sparked when an anonymous
donor pledged $1,000 toward the new Program Center at
Camp Farnsworth in Thetford, VT if attendees came up
with $5,000. GSSWC President Anne Edwards turned into
a public radio or TV announcer asking for donations and
periodically reporting on the climbing tally. As we
approached the goal, board secretary Valerie Ipavec and
OVP of Advancement Martha Netsch went table to table
gathering donations and pledges. In the end, we raised
$5,190.39 from 125 people, with gifts ranging from $5 to
$1,000. 

The final tally for the Program Center that day, with the
$1,000 challenge gift, was $6,190.39. What a wonderful
team effort! Thank you to everyone who contributed.
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2008 ANNUAL MEETING - ‘Girl Scouts Together’‘Girl Scouts Together’

Susan Nutting

Mary Franck      Nancy Pilotte

Debb King

Katie McGarry

Neil Savage and family

Mimi Adler  
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Highlights of Swift Water Council’s 50th Year

Also at our Annual Meeting,Also at our Annual Meeting,
we celebrated dozens of members and their years of
dedication to Girl Scouting. One very special person was
Virginia Peterson of Peterborough, NH, who was recognized
for her 80 years in Girl Scouting! As you can see, she is still
very proud to wear her uniform.

45 YEARS: Sheila Cairns, Chris Haswell, Beverly Moore

40 YEARS: Elaine Beaudet, Betsy Bugden, Linda Ribolini

35 YEARS: Anne Edwards, Kelly Herod, Cathy Lawton,
Christine Lowry, Martha Netsch, Ann Willis

30 YEARS: Jennie Clarke, Ele Griffin, Audrey Kincaid, Laurel
Lang, Deborah Payne, Beverly Sanschagrin, Liz Tentarelli,
Sarah Wilson

25 YEARS: Cynthia Boyle, Nancy Dickinson, Patricia Edwards,
Laura Gautier, Karen Green, Joanna Kathryn Hoch,
Barbara Rimkunas, Susan Nutting

20 YEARS: Kim Boland, Deborah Drake, Jill Hastings, Maurene
Keough, Vicky Leknes, Deborah Mulcrone, Patricia
Murphy, Linda Tanner, Dick Wolf

15 YEARS: Sue Berry, Jessica Drake, Debborah Kaitz, Sarah
Kean, Nacelle Winrich

10 YEARS: Liz Costello, Sue DiSalvo, Tammy Downing, Gladys
Grendler, Debbie King, Dick Kincaid, Justine Matte, Kerri
Sarette

5 YEARS: Donna Arcand, Jennifer Bashaw, Stephanie Befumo,
Linda Belden, Tracie Brann,
Lynn Cavagnaro, Diane
Eldridge, Kimberly Gassett,
Patricia Hughes, Stacey Kolk,
Patty Levesque, Lynn Lippitt,
Joyce Martin, Denise Murray,
Colleen Newton-Pause,
Brenda Pabon, Tara Pacht,
Ann Sager 

COUNT the Years

SEVEN GIRLS AND TWO ADULTS traveled to England
for POACHER 2008, an international Girl Guide and
Boy Scouting event for 6,000. Swift Water was one of
only two Girl Scout councils from the U.S.
We celebrated the CENTENNIAL OF CAMP
HANOUM/FARNSWORTH in Thetford, VT with 200
former campers and staffers. The 100th camp
anniversary was featured on WMUR TV’s New
Hampshire Chronicle and on Vermont Public Radio,
and drew alumni from around the world. We built a
new year-round Program Center there.
CAMPERS: resident camp hosted 1,650; day camp:
1,430. 283 received financial aid. 
PROGRAMS: more than 100 programs for girls. 
WELL TRAINED: 110 trainers taught 317 courses to
3,821 participants.

SWIFT WATER PADDLERS took first place in New
York’s General Clinton Canoe Regatta – again!

Two girl-led LAURA WILDER WEEKENDS gave 120 girls
a peek into pioneer life. Seacoast CADETTE/SENIOR
CONFERENCE hosted 200 girls.
Emily Ricardi and Emily Adams, Group 3008 Owls
Nest, represented GSSWC at ENTRE-PREP, a one-week
entrepreneurial leadership program at Hebron
Academy in Hebron, Maine. They applied all they
learned selling Girl Scout Cookies to their self-
designed business and made the most profit!
GIRL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE: 50 girls participated.
GOLD AWARDS: 12. SILVER AWARDS: 36.

COOKIES: 1,235,304 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies sold.
COOKIE DIVAS: 34 girls sold at least 1,000 boxes each.
OPERATION COOKIE: more than 12,000 boxes sent to
U.S. troops.
GET OUT THE VOTE: 17 troops earned a Get Out the
Vote Certificate. See www.swgirlscouts.org for details,
and also for FIELD NOTES.

WISH List
and CAPITAL

Ideas

Want to put a smile on the face of a Girl Scout? Consider donating an item on our wish
list. Got to www.swgirlscouts.org to see the entire list, which includes everything from A
(archery equipment) to X (XP Pro for a workstation). You may already have a folding card
table or desk chairs or bikes in your garage or attic, or be able to get hay for our horses;
these are among the many items on our list. Thanks!

Virginia “Ginny” Peterson
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INDIANAPOLIS, IN – Fourteen adults and four girls represented
Girl Scouts of Swift Water Council at the National Council
Session 51st Convention, “Girl Scouts Can Lead Anywhere” at
the Indiana Convention Center Oct. 30-Nov 2. 

More than 9,000 girls and adults attended, and it was “the
most awesome experience of my life,” Swift Water Delegate
Debb King said. “To have that many people who believed so
much in Girl Scouting and what it does for the girls and the
country, the energy and the enthusiasm — it was amazing.”

Voters used handheld devices in an “enormous room with
everyone packed in like sardines.” Delegates could speak at
one of eight color-coded podiums and items were projected
on giant screens. 

Here are a few of the decisions:

• The Girl Scout membership fee will increase to $12 a year
for the 2010 membership year. 

• There will be fewer delegates from each council.
• National Convention 2011 will be in Houston, Texas
• Language in the constitution was updated.
See www.girlscouts.org/convention for the wrap-up.

More than 1,800 delegates from across the U.S. voted on
proposals from a 90-page workbook. Some agenda items
were withdrawn; two proposed to do away with language
pertaining to “geographical areas of the country.” As
discussed at Farnsworth Weekend in Sept. 2008, GSSWC
members and other national delegates want to ensure the
National board represents all areas.

Each World Center was represented at the exhibit hall as
were both cookie companies. Booths from major
corporations such as Ford Motor Company, Dove, Coca-Cola
(all sponsors), half a dozen insurance firms and many others
spoke to the power of women and their purses as decision-
makers.

Other highlights included GSUSA’s outgoing chair of the
National Board of Directors speech. “Patricia Diaz Dennis’s
speech was incredibly moving. It brought tears to my eyes,”
said King. 

Presenter Marie C. Wilson, president of the White House
Project, spoke on the importance of women in leadership.

Everywhere SWAPs and stories were traded. Debb King met
an older woman from the former Patriots’ Trail council who
used to go to Camp Menotomy, where King directs
Whispering Pines Day Camp.

National Convention 2008: ‘An Awesome Experience!’
‘I’ve done a lot of things in Girl Scouting, but this topped them all’

“It was one of those moments where you realize it doesn’t
matter where we come from, the color of our skin, or our
age. The common thread of Girl Scouting binds us
together.”

‘GIRLS HAD A VOICE’
Four girl members from GSSWC went earlier for the Girl
Leadership Institute, then participated in the convention.
From left, chaperone Susie Burdett, Kathleen Peterman, CEO
Patricia Mellor, Kirsten Silfvenius, Laura Haenchen, Kaelee
Tanner and President Anne Edwards.

These adult members represented Girl Scouts of Swift Water
Council at the 2008 National Convention. From top, left to
right, board member Martha Manley, Delegate Nancy
Dickinson, OVP of Program Services Sarah Brown, Delegate
Beverly Sanschagrin, Delegate Deb Tewksbury, board
member Patricia Casey, CEO Patricia Mellor, Delegate Melissa
Greenwood. Bottom row: Board President Anne Edwards,
Delegate Debb King, First Vice Chair Barbara Barrett,
Delegate Pam Jansury. (Not pictured is Linda Ribolini.)
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GOING FOR THE GOLD WAS CHILD’S PLAY FOR TROOP #01007

Krystal Cummings, Victoria Berger,
Lauren Satkwich and Cynthia
Simonoff of Troop 01007.

WINDHAM, NH – It started out as
child’s play. Four girls in Troop
01007 – three from Windham
and one from Bow – restored
their favorite playground to earn
their Girl Scout Gold Awards.

Victoria Berger, Krystal Cummings,
Lauren Satkwich and Cynthia Simonoff enjoyed the

volunteer-built Windham Wonderland Community Playground as
youngsters. So when they saw the park looking neglected, they took
on the challenge.

The girls painted the wood, and created a numbers and letters
scavenger hunt for kids. They brought in more picnic tables and
benches. They replaced the plaques, redid the entry signs, planted
flowers and cleared overgrowth. Finally, they completed an unfinished
ramp to make the playground accessible to all.

Jessica Cummings of Troop 11466 in Dover, NH helped create
the Step into a Story exhibit at the Children’s Museum

of New Hampshire. She made masks and 40
costumes for “The Cats of Mrs. Calamari,” so
children can dress up and dress character
sculptures. Jessica also got the community
involved from students in the Winnacunnet High
School Clothing/Fashion class and ROTC, to the
local Red Hat Society.

Brittany Daniels of Troop 01695 in Mont
Vernon, NH formed an after-school group at
Amherst Middle School to share her passion for
Mock Trial. She researched age-appropriate ways
to teach the basics and led the middle-schoolers
through the process. Students developed their
creativity, confidence, and learned about
integrity as they participated.

Karen Doyen of Troop 01704 in Merrimack,
NH created a system of books on tape and
CDs called Traveling Tales for three nursing
homes after noticing the need for an accessible,
stimulating activity for residents with poor vision.
The result is a three-container set of materials
that rotate through the homes to provide
entertainment and education for residents.

Karen Faucher of  Troop 01862 in
Londonderry, NH worked with her high
school physical education department to
develop and expand their Interactive PE
program for students with disabilities.
Karen cleaned and organized the
equipment room, and wrote a handbook
for student aides to help them

understand different disabilities. Then she
planned activities for students and aides.

Ryan Greenwood of Troop 01050 in Bedford,
NH is dedicated to raising awareness of
autism. Ryan ran a seminar featuring five
speakers on special needs nutrition, early
education intervention, state issues and
teen awareness. Her interview with
psychologist Teresa Bolick was presented
on Bedford Community Television. Ryan
expanded her local library’s resources on
autism, and created an informational

booklet for the public.  

Meredith Imbimbo of Troop 01809 in Gilford, NH set up a
community prom closet for girls who otherwise couldn’t afford to go.
Meredith advertised for gown, accessory and hair salon gift
certificate donations for the “Princess Project,” and built display
pieces. Because she worked closely with the Student Council at
Gilford High School, the Princess Project is ongoing. No photo
available.

Brittany Leknes of Troop 01695 in
Amherst, NH initiated a Judiciary
Board at Souhegan High School.
Brittany investigated boards at other
schools and presented a proposal to the
school’s Community Council. The
Judiciary Board was implemented this
year and is made up of students and
faculty who determine consequences for

negative behaviors.  

Elizabeth Urbanik of Troop 01695 in
Amherst, NH worked with a health
teacher to create a fun and interactive
class on basic first aid for sixth-graders.
Her class has since been incorporated
into the curriculum. Liz also created kits
to help Girl Scout leaders teach their

troops safety and first aid. 

TO EARN THEIR GOLD AWARD, Girl Scouts between the ages of 14-18 must first earn the Girl Scout Gold Leadership Award. This involves completing
three Senior Girl Scout interest projects, one Studio 2B Focus book, and doing 30 hours in a leadership role. The next step is to earn the Girl Scout
Gold Career Award, followed by the Girl Scout Gold 4Bs (Become, Belong, Believe and Build) Challenge.

The final requirement is to design, implement and complete a Girl Scout Gold Award project that includes at least 65 hours of work. The project should
build on that Girl Scout’s unique skills and experience, meet an expressed need in the community, and serve people beyond Girl Scouting.

Gold Award Recipients 2007-2008
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Counselor-in-Training (CIT)

Megan Crosby of Stratham, NH
Caitlin Dennis-Devries of S. Strafford, VT
Alexandrea Dudley of Farmington, NH
Kristen Fleming of Rochester, NH
Jennifer Gustafson of Rochester, NH
Karena Lange of Laconia, NH
Aviva Paiste of Salem, NH
Ellen Paul of Clinton, NH
Megan Porter of S. Burlington, VT
Heather Soltis of Weatogue, CT
Taylor Stone of Edgartown, MA

Leader-in-Training (LIT)

Caitlin Jones of Pelham, NH
Gabriella Pacht of East Thetford, VT
Courtney Perry of Pelham, NH
Caitlin Philbrick of Northwood, NH

Destinations

Poacher 2008, England: Sarah Barrett of Goffstown,
NH; Molly Ferguson of Manchester, NH; Rachel Hubby
of Raymond, NH; Abigail MacGregor of Durham, NH;
Serena Pape of Madbury, NH; Carissa Sirrianna of
Hopkinton, NH; Leah Willingham of Concord, NH 

Pathways to Politics: Allison Nutting of Nashua, NH

Happy Trails: Nicole Parent of Bedford, NH

Juliette Gordon Low Camp: Stephanie Parent of
Bedford, NH

Juliette Girl Scouts: Sara Faria-Connell of Rochester,
NH and Abigail Bradish of Merrimack, NH

Troop 779 Chester, NH: Abigail Haswell
Troop 66 Amherst, NH: Astrid Benson, 

Amy Butenhof, Michelle Goldsmith, Aly McKnight,
Melanie Smith

Troop 363 Deerfield, NH: Laura Hapke, Kassandra
Horning, Taylor Mahoney

Troop 511 Stratham, NH: Samantha Cousins, 
Sarah Jewell, Kelsey MacDonald

Troop 536 Windham, NH: Angela Bleeker, 
Rachel Brissette, Stephanie Chapman, Anna Cino,
Molly Donahue, Katherine Schmidt, Celina Wilt

Troop 1007 Windham, NH: Tayla Satkwich
Troop 1053 Derry, NH: Danielle Cole
Troop 2005 Rochester, NH: Kaitlyn Michaud
Troop 2294 Salem, NH: Kaylee Calder, Shaila

Digiovanni
Troop 2567 Newport, NH: Malia King, Leanne

Rubchinuk
Troop 4041 Merrimack, NH: Marjorie Boyer,

Stephanie Landry, Shannon Murphy
Troop 10177 Newmarket, NH: Shannon Collins
Troop 10436 Nashua, NH: Kimberly Barber
Troop 11006 Pelham, NH: Abigail Blais
Troop 24013 Bedford, NH: Jennifer Furusho, Cora Healey

CONCORD, NH — Dozens of
other girls were honored for
their Girl Scouting efforts at
the President’s Tea, held
November 8 in the State
House. New Hampshire
Attorney General Kelly
Ayotte was the keynote
speaker.

Girl Scout Silver Awards  

BY the Numbers
End-of-Year Membership Report
As of December 2008:

Current girl membership: 10,389
Girl retention: 60%
Girl membership: 79% toward year-end goal
Adult membership: 3,622
Adult retention: 71%
Adult membership: 106% toward year-end goal

It’s Girl Scout Cookie Time!
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN, and this year we’re starting earlier so
girls can take orders from family and friends over the school
vacation. Here are the important dates you need to know:

Dec. 22, 2008 Initial order-taking begins
Jan. 23, 2009 Initial order-taking ends
Feb. 8 Cookies and Camp Lollapalooza!
Feb. 14-21 Girl Scout Cookie delivery days   
Feb. 14-March 16 Booth sales held throughout council
March 16 Cookie sale ends

OTHER AWARDS FROM THE PRESIDENT’S TEA
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CONCORD – At the 2008 Spirit of New
Hampshire Awards on November 13, Robin
Boyd of Hooksett – a longtime volunteer with
the Girl Scouts, among other passions –
received the adult 2008 Volunteer Service
Award.

The ceremony at the Grappone Center was
presided over by Lisa Peakes of New
Hampshire Public Radio. Senator-Elect Jeanne
Shaheen gave out the awards. 

“(Community) service allows us to put our differences aside and
to work for the common good,” Shaheen said to an audience of
stellar volunteers and their supporters and co-workers ranging
in age from 10 to older retirees. 

The Volunteer NH Awards were created to honor individuals’ and
organizations’ “personal efforts which improve the lives of
people in New Hampshire.”  

Robin Boyd was honored for her dedication and for her
“contributions to the improvement of the lives of others through
volunteerism.” The Hooksett native has always been deeply
connected to her community and to Girl Scouting.

Boyd has 34 years in Girl Scouting: 11 as a girl and 23 as an adult
volunteer. Boyd’s primary role in Girl Scouts of Swift Water
Council today is to support the adult leadership in her
community. She recruits and trains adults and continues to
mentor her leaders, thereby ensuring every girl receives an
excellent Girl Scout experience. Boyd is instrumental in
planning, organizing and implementing events for girls and
adults in Hooksett. She also assures the Girl Scout Service Unit
has a strong cookie manager for the annual Girl Scout Cookie
campaign. In 2006, Boyd received the Girl Scout Thanks Badge. 

Beyond Girl Scouting, Boyd volunteers in a number of
community organizations. She is primary caretaker for her
mother and does most of her volunteer work from home. 

LONGTIME GIRL SCOUT RECEIVES
VOLUNTEER NH SERVICE AWARD

Long name, lots of fun! But what does it mean?
It’s a celebration of our cookie sellers (you go,
girls!) and their supporters (their families!) with
excitement, energy and lots of surprises. There
will be pregame entertainment with contests,
games, special guests and lots of prizes,
information about summer camp programs
(learn how you can use your Cookie Dough to
help pay for camp!) — then we’ll enjoy all the
action of a Manchester Monarchs Hockey game.
Check the Program Guide for more details.

Date: Sunday, February 8
Time: 1:15 pm Lollapalooza

4:00 pm Monarchs take the ice!
6:30 pm approximate end of game

Event #: 72385
Fee: $10.00 per person (Cookie Dough

can be used toward the family fee
for this event only)

Deadline for registration: 01/23/09
Questions: Carrie Green, 800-654-1270 

ext. 147

COOKIES AND CAMP Lollapalooza!
Family fun at the Manchester Monarchs

THAXTER BURNS DURING ICE STORMTHAXTER BURNS DURING ICE STORM
PORTSMOUTH, NH – The December 11-12 ice storm brought down power
lines all over which probably sparked the fire at Camp Seawood, fire officials
reported.

The office was completely destroyed and the rest of the building rendered
unusable. A window in The Roost was also shattered. This happened as The
Current was going to press. The photo shows the inside of the Region 3
office, which was still smoldering. Robin Murphy and Maureen Skelly were
temporarily relocated to the Bedford Service Center. If you need to speak to
someone in Region 3, call the Bedford Service Center.




